
of ways you can get involved 
with the running of our 
chapter and the protection of 
our resources.   

Chapter Committees  

CMCTUôs committees are open 
to all members and a number 
of our committees could use 
your help and assistance!  The 
following committees are 
formed and await your ideas 
and support.  Membership, 
Education, Conservation, 
Programs, Financial 
Development, Publicity, 
Watershed Inventory Project 
and Government Affairs.  

Restoration Projects  

Another volunteering 
opportunity lies with our 
ongoing stream restoration 
projects.  This past year some 
of you volunteered for our 
Buffalo Peaks Fencing, Happy 
Meadows and Fountain Creek 
Restoration Projects.  Yet, 
after crunching the volunteer 
(continued on p. 2)  

On a shelf in my home office sit 
two unused U2 concert tickets.  
These tickets are from an 
August 18, 1993 concert in 
Cardiff, Wales, which I never 
attended.  The reasons why I 
missed the concert are many, 
but too complex to go into at 
this time.  Chalk it up to being 
young and indecisive.   

Years later I stumbled upon the 
unused tickets in a file with 
random documents I was 
organizing.  I decided to have 
the tickets framed as a 
reminder to myself of ñmissed 
opportunities.ò  These tickets 
have often acted as catalysts 
for decision making, eliminating 

moments of indecision where I 
might look back and say, ñWhat 
if I did this?ò  

As fly fishermen and 
conservationists, we are faced 
with many opportunities to make 
a difference and positive impact 

upon our environment.  For 
some of us, the opportunity to 
conserve, protect and restore 
our cold -water fisheries and 

watersheds impelled us 
to join Trout Unlimited.   
Still other fishermen 
have joined Trout 
Unlimited purely for 
their love of fishing, 
seeking information on 
where to fish in the 
local area and when.  

As a member of CMCTU 
I hope that you use 
your affiliation with 
Trout Unlimited to its 
fullest.  Become 
involved with the many 
opportunities such a 
conservation and 
environmental 
advocacy organization 

has to offer.  Following 
are a few fine examples 

Presidentõs Piece 

January 9th  

CMCTU Fundraiser with NBA 

Hall of Famer Rick Barry at 

The Pinery in Black Forest  

January 24th  

ñFishing Alaska 2011 ð A 

CMCTU Hat Trick!ò by Bruce 

Hutchison, Jim Williams and 

Don Logelin  

February  28th  

Landon Mayer and Pat Dorsey 

(tentative)  

March 27th  

ñYellowstone Lake Projectò by 

David Sweet  

Coming End of April  

or Early May  

Annual Conservation Auction  
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hours and reviewing our signup sheets, it 
became very clear, we need more of you 
to volunteer!  As little as 1 to 2 hours from 
each member would make a great 
difference and positive impact on our local 
watersheds!   

River Watch  

Not interested in working a shovel, 
planting willows or ñrolling rocksò on our 
restoration projects?  Consider 
volunteering for our River Watch and 
monitoring programs on Bear and Severy 
Creek.  CMCTUôs continued water quality, 
entomology and habitat monitoring efforts 
on both Bear and Severy Creek have 
provided vital data and information to 
both the Colorado Division of Parks and 
Wildlife and The Fish and Wildlife Service.  
The data gathered over the past 7 years 
has been instrumental in the protection of 
habitat and populations of the threatened 
native Greenback Cutthroat Trout found in 
both streams.  

River Clean Up Days  

Annually, Trout Unlimited holds two official 
Trout Unlimited River Clean Up Days.  As 
such, each year CMCTU hits Elevenmile 

Canyon, armed with rakes, picks and trash 
bags gathering trash and unwanted 
materials along the bank and in the river.  
The past couple of years have been a 
great success and we have eliminated 
many hundreds of pounds of trash 
carelessly left behind by ñbrutesò during 
their outings.  River Clean Up Days are a 
great opportunity to see your efforts at 
dayôs end as full trash bags are loaded into 
a truck and taken away for proper 
disposal.  

A Few Final Words  

Often on my fishing adventures, I set 
aside moments to walk the area I am 
fishing and take notice of the stream and 
the habitat.  If I happen to be on a stream 
or river CMCTU has restored, I give a little 
smile and ñthank youò to those members 
that came before me and stepped up to 
make a difference.  I think of the humble 
beginnings of CMCTU and the 22 members 
that formed the Chapter on March 10, 
1986, all of them wanting to protect the 
environmental resources they used.  

As I sit here looking at my unused U2 
tickets, I canôt help but wonder what Bono 
and the boys may have sounded like that 

Presidentôs Piece (continued from p. 1) 

cool fall night in 1993.  Curses for missing 
that concert!  As such, I want to 
encourage you to not miss your 
opportunity as I did so many years ago as 
a young naive man.   Take hold of the 
opportunities available to you as a CMCTU 
member.  Give back 1 to 2 hours to the 
streams, rivers and watersheds that have 
given you days, months and years of 
enjoyment.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to 
you all!  

 

 

Erik J. Heikkenen, President 
erik_heikkenen@cmctu.org  

Chapter Committeeôs Now Forming 

Chapter Committees are now forming and we want you 

to be involved!  

Committees include the following: Membership, Conservation, 

Education, Communications, Programs, Financial 

Development, Publicity, Watershed Inventory Project and 

Government Affairs.   

Chapter committees are a great way for the general 

membership to become more involved with the chapter's 

administrative and operational functions necessary to fulfill 

our mission to conserve, protect and restore Colorado's cold -

water fisheries and their watersheds.   Want to learn more 

about the committees?    Contact Chapter President Erik 

Heikkenen for more details!  

mailto:erik_heikkenen@cmctu.org?subject=Riffle%20Talk%20Newsletter
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Thirteen chapter members braved the snow and cold the first weekend in November 

to make that annual trek to the mountains to collect macroinvertebrate samples from 

Severy Creek and Bear Creek.  These two streams are the homes for two of the few 

remaining populations of Greenback Cutthroat Trout.  

CMCTU took on the task a number of years ago to become the protectors of the trout 

populations in these two stream.  The chapter has had numerous workdays on these 

two streams.  Projects have ranged from installing a barrier to both protect the 

population from invasive species and expand its range to removal of volunteer camp 

sites and trails and of course monthly sampling and testing of the water.  This 

chapter also took this data to the Colorado 

Water Conservation Board and obtained 

the designation of High Quality Water 

under the Environmental Protection Act.  

Each year a macroinvertebrate sample is 

collected as another means of determining 

the stream health.  The sample is collected 

using a measured net opening with a San 

Juan Shuffle of a one square meter area.  

Much of the material collected are sticks 

and leaves along 

with the insects.  

The volunteers 

carefully dug 

through the material 

to remove leaves, 

pine needles, sticks 

and stones to 

reduce the size of 

the sample without 

the loss of any of 

the insects.  The 

concentrated sample 

must fit into a one -

pint bottle to which 

alcohol is added.  The sample is then sent 

off to CSU for analysis.  

You can see the data collected over the past number of years by going to:  

http://wildlife.state.co.us/landwater/riverwatch/Pages/Riverwatch.aspx  

Riverwatch: Sampling Severy Creek and Bear Creek  

 

Allyn Kratz, VP of 

Financial 

Development  

Terry and Don collect a water sample 

for use in testing heavy medals  

A water sample is tested 

for dissolved oxygen  

The team collects 

macroinvertebrate over a 

measured area  

Volunteers pick through 

the debris in order to 

concentrate the sample  

http://wildlife.state.co.us/landwater/riverwatch/Pages/Riverwatch.aspx
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Help Wanted ï CMCTU Knowledge Needed  

Do you recognize any of these people or know where they were in the pictures?  

I recently became the custodian of some of the chapterôs historical records, 

documents, and photographs.  I have barely begun sorting through and 

attempting to catalog them.  Where I need help is that in the treasure trove of 

goodies are many(!) photographs of people, projects and events that were taken 

in the early days of the chapter.  Some of the envelopes of photos have dates 

ranging from 1989 to 1991 or so.  

If you were involved with our chapter then and would be willing to help out with 

identifying people and / or events, please send me an email and we will 

coordinate a time I can meet with you.  Iôll bring the photographs so you can 

look through them.  You can use the Contact Us link on our chapter webpage or 

just email me at Steven_Gullette@CMCTU.org if you prefer.  Also, if you know of 

someone who may 

be able to help with 

the photos, please 

pass my email 

address along to 

them.  Thank you 

for any help you 

may be able to 

provide.  

 
 

Who Are These Folks?  

By Steven Gullette,  

Treasurer  

Do you recognize any of these people or know where these pictures were taken?  


